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Abstract of JP1 1283356 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To enable the 
rewritable recording of the specified visible 
information on the label surface of an optical 
disk in any number of times. SOLUTION: The 
label 2 consisting of a heat reversible 
recording medium which becomes the 1st 
state at the time of heating to the 1st 
temperature and becomes the 2nd state 

different from the 1st state at the time of 



heating to the 2nd temperature, is applied on 
the optical disk 1 . Then, this label 2 is heated 
to the 1st temperature by a recording part to 
record the specified visible information and 
heated to the 2nd temperature by an erase 
part to erase the recorded visible information. 
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uie»«E«c^m i wvmtz-t am i <oiajs-c5ES»-r sie 
^risttie«ijK«c«rfg2o«®t:-r&«2 oiasT»sa-f 

s. 

i leaoMtT* -f sis. 

S^I&I^OT»I!H=tt;tTH?aa»SBS-IBi6SflfflIL, fH* 
*m*m£MZv9Tv7n*rr4X9*mxw^<rm 

im$m 5 ] m&mtftv y ? r y . ?i 

*^aafn©te y ? r y yam? < x^^^nm^ 

ast LT«ig?-es§9*jg i leaKtfWfe-r < X7SSS. 
TC03tt-y^r yr$-Sfi8?i: 'l/CHttS*. j8*# 
•yr£)g*as& LT«lfSS-l*-Slfi*« 1 lettOWtr ■* X 

MBLhiifcK? i x^tz§eHt^tLtzmsitimzm^^x 
mm z mmm-r zmxm i^L6wv ^-mt—n 

[§t#JS9J 5Key^r»/7-(=J:oT^ffi/i)tut3fe 



^hw&mi%^L6<r>\^tii^m<r>%fr 4 x?m 
rsifc^igJt^feBitate-y ^ r yr*<B!*K&r i: 

0f#*.iutfflSffl«(=S^v^Tie#J«5S:ffi«SiJt8lf 

s. 

firf C3£B $ tifzmtftr 4x9 iztmif r Ifffffift 
*raMt£#«<*£si 2 owsfc-r 2 (nimxymct 

wie^^ $ titzm&tT 4 x^com^xms^ 
simt^mmzmsmmtfism^iti ± 5 tzwimm 

mi&8& izmsgztvtzmmx.T 4x9 nmftx-m&Sk 

8. 

[a#jg 1 2 ) SeBFeBtcW^i^x -f J** <7)S?rttsas 

Xrrix? eo&mizfti txmimt&zmm&im l , >8 
x?<o»»fc:iBfci?iag*i»jSriBi&sijai^sis^ 1 

Xtt 1 1 ^Mrm^-i xmzs.. 

[0001 ] 

xT?±x-t&itT4X73imzm*z. 

(0002 ] 

atsifc j: h TiS9)wmism L^«-aw-f 

t^TjWSIT*}*). ,lh.^li-fl«Wc. %ir<X7 
btmZtlX^h. Z-ffiXottft? 4 X9cn?mtL-X 
t±» ^tiSefflCD-^CD-ROM, ftSv^iD VDeoJ: 3 

[0003] ^«>««*<ie«i$<tT^i3t-r •< X 

*)-ri> BtoX'7^utfmoztix^&<7>w-tmTh 
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L. CD-ROMKIi*ofE8rt3^£cOl£ffifc^ 

(00 04) ;ac«L, sfes^-f^^^aies* 

X^^CDmtzWsa^iiX^&Xo^^JUiWL 

-2 6 5 76 0^t»«tH±. %~r < AJUZMLXmVBin 
[0005] 

lzl8&<t2tlX»&a&mmzLXt>. #BB¥9-26 
5 7 6 0 #^«tBSi«S#Ut«Wfc: LT t, . 3t-r -< X 9 

^«0ieHrtSSrS#»i « c k h itrf -f X ? tc»± 
^|6JST*6. ^ CO i 5 SrS&SBfc^ X'i± . -f-co 

SfeS^Si SifiJS^-f **»&T** . 
C 0 0 0 6 ] *fP9|e>Sft(i. ?K-f -f x^co5'OU®(c 

[0007] *«^oxdwawii. 3 h^3sss- 

[0008] *m&>ae,£M<?>Bm±. HBi£fi8B«t 

[0009] *m*r>* Mcs'joBWi. 

[00 10] *3&Bfco§£K:gijtf)@e<,(i^ &H»SrtHBfrffc 

Tift*. 
[00 11] 

mnizmmztitzXrri A7<K>*&%i*nzmb&mz3r 
asaes«:«-m i wttBsc-r ssg i (wsjgx&m-thnm 

fflk. mm^*Ztl*:%T4X?<omtoX'»3im& 



rtxi»^ri£ttia«««5*<s!2o«®fc:sfi4 «t ? izmn 

[ooi2] Ltztf-,x. mm^mmmf^^t 
LxtttazttfzftTixfi&mmzim-mif. %m 

¥ffl,zi.-> Tte»fiS€-iB»*iJffllUTiEI«SS:* 1 <9i&£ 
ten*?* T»TOttE»«ffe&«3i 1 OftBfc % 

1288^*51 2 WtfSSfc* 9. 3BOT31ttE»ttffa&>&$r 

h. 

[ooi3] itnm2SMbwtmti;. w&8 nea<03t 

TV**. 

[0014] Lfc#-»T» 3frf -f SKJifttTy 

[0015] m&sminwii*. nfcRflf naa<o3t 
js ixft&i&zmmimt h . 

[00 16] LtztfiX. Kt:y7TVT<rm&iZfl)k 

xXtaz.7 iznumwfiam ■ tiz, . 
[0017] m^m4^Mcowmi.. m&m 1 im<rm 

<±3tt •/ ^ T v7*m®mW LX Z<r>%V »j9T~, n 
s£SmtLXtoftZit&. 

[0018] Ltztf^x. smzmzmm®mztij-zft 
e -y 9 r y r^^ra»ttiESi«#$-m i <o«t«fcf s >t* 

[0019] mass 5 iaao?&9n±, man 1 isaost 

T-fx^SSatfev^T, fS*««i5ee y^r yr(r«tt 
Six, jH^SJiietr y^T yr^tx-fX^iNg^-iSi 

•y ^ r -y -r zmwimm Lxz.<wt\z<v?T vTiss& 
kLxm&zitz,. 

[0020] LtzWiX. %Vv7T-/7cOftmtZlfit 
X*rr<*7<OTiim!im<m3iZiT.i,. IfiiS^S 
tiEfS©Jffllsnrc36tr 777 •y7-Jd3»wri2ttieiJ|it«c$- 
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r •< xr&siz&^x . &m^m±ft*:-y7Tv7zm 

[0022] LtzWiT % fS«#St:iB»fBMmi?iifc3t 
[00 2 3] mtJ&7ftXL0>mU±. H»«3Sl^rV^L6 

<r>^-rtU)^-im<F>±T 4 x ^^smza^x . teu^s 

iens^uttiafliSitcs^v^Tiessss-ffiftsiiffli^-s . 
[0024] Ltzw-,x. mttiTYvxmmemjg. 

[00 2 5] fS^«8ia»0»BStt s 19*^1^^1,6 

3fc-r-f*?Srl5HSigfW-S*— ?*»£1f *>*l*[5HE 

[00 2 6] Lfbifi->X. EHKft£fi|$8a<f^iT.£ t . 
*O0«Efc£ffi$8*=g-*< ie#NS<OlEiS«iJf»*«=6-$ 

[0027] n*m9&&<?>m!ii. ifii^i^^ue 
T"/7iizi.~> TWtx&tzixfiiytT 4x9 izimz ttizm 

mzi ->T*#>e>tiXz3tT 4 x9<o&m.m&^Mrf\^x 
[00 28] Ltiff-oX. : jeT4X.9<r>WBMm&Ke 

-s?Tv7i l z£-,xm*mt>ixht. (4s»aj#si±s 

smmm<%zii. te^teSdsmm^Ki^Mz 
m-6*imtftmcnim ■ m^tmiEmsnz^ixi . 
[00 2 9] nxmi omMff^mt. mtmiKt\.*L 
6 <r>\ vm**-iea*wfrf -» x?3sa£*> »- >r . e«* 

mt.^tf 4x9^=7 ^r;P#iSj(c^S»t <J>iut £»$■ 



[0030 J U*<-5t. Jtx -f A^cOEP^f y^T 
•y rt=«k -> TSfc*ffi *>*i& bftrr 4x7 <75<48fiW8*<*§ 

[0031] Ht#JS 1 1 ^KW3t-r -f X^5iaw»HH 

n^itr 4 x?izmix&jmmmimt:& 1 *>tws 
tc-rsss 1 nisjSLX'sm-thtm&b . si«as(csug$ 

ftfyfcr -f *7 KftttT&iTfflia3e»«fc£aS2^%t® 

t=-r*^2^ia«T'»j»-fi»iB*asfc. 3£t»fc:3i<&$ 

[0032] Lteff^X . l»^i£ttfeii«f*tf 7*01/fc 

#St:J:->TI2»65«-|BiS«iJ»LTie»8?«-SB 1 

* 6 £ k Tt*sn£ttiHi*««5*fm 1 <0«SSi: Sr 

jB*»S-S52<0iafi(c«ftt$-ti-SC fd«^rj5!ttiE«« 

®mx-i>»r>'&Lmsf*imT3>i,. 
[0033] m$cm 1 2ga<7)yiBBJi. n** 1 xi±2 

teixmiimzmmnw+h. 
[0034] Lfi:tf-?Xs mftummmizstmimiiti 
hftr 4 x?<?>n®izmtxytT4 x^izaimfmnii 

[003 5] 

^v^L-Hi nzmn^x^mth. 

[oo36] t-r. ^mtcomm^tf 4 xv&mtzm 

v^*t*3tx 4 X9 1 £0 1 L@3 \zm^\^X%m 

th. m\\*KT4x-7wtmivim. m2i±%T4x 

?co¥Wm. E3«j»ori£ttf2lijK«ciO!m4S-5rr^7 
7X'f>h. 01SWU2^-ripfc:. J£r 4 X7 11Z 
J±7'Ol'2*<f«jn$<xTV%i,. oiO, *-r^^^l<75 
— ^r<0Mtc«7 4 >UJx#eo : 5'<JU2i} < !&e>tiX\^&. Z 

7^;Wi»Tft&. -3i0, EI3(=-f-<0<*ttSr^-rj:-5 



•I 



[0 0 3 7] JiOftttfctt. *$Zte<7)&l&c07'<J\s2cO 

mz^o. iasT o amim izm-? x^mm 

*mtimtz*>). 3ST0J3lT^«iafciM& 

tzM*m#i> zt%< zmmizm&t h tabic ^ ^ 

2t$&mzn.L. ZtiizML. WSMS^^UH^a^) 

ItL< tififfk ffljg^ttk <0#ffik:raia#* t , frfflj 
*^AffL^7K^^Kfcfea a H . feftk»fli^®T~S*f 
• WMLT?^^htzftiZ7^2tf&<3LLhti#>X' 

[0038] i->kt>. ^OU2kLTfi. Smttttfc 
k tf> 2 HSatcSHk LT *tf>*M& 

wm&wmyy^v 2 \zm &mv2mmA±.K&. 
it lx *<omw&&2tiz&m<of&^&mmi&#:z 
Mtm(,zm^i>z:ttf*mx2>&. ^ao. asioaa 
tzumzitz tmx (Dvmt **>x&2 ^asicjosfes 

ixh t m 1 *>ttH!k l*#S**3B2 o«t« k 
fttf. 5'<JU2bLXm^&Zhifi*imT*>Z>. 
[0 0 39] &!,Z^ 3tTlX?m&l I lZ^\,\XWVt* 

1*. ft? < 1 £i&m+ztz#><ogm&i 2£ffiz % 
zcomm&i 2\z&mzi\tzytT < 1 *w&mr* 

Z7<*?*:-913*:foLh. Ztz. 2£fSPl 2(CSI 
C0#tr>y?T vT14«i. COjttTy ? 77 7" 1 4 £3fc 

x 4 * 9 1 o^^rfij tz&m &t£\,z3cft-t h i 

5lZ±mtlX^Z. r>**). 3tVv7Tv714tei> 

-X^-f KBftWROWtfttt. 04Tte8fl^lcijr*ffr 
ASSAM 1 7^1X^7^77/^1 8fc:&» 

4tzimmuyXl 90*Lj&*33r^j&^ 5fctT7?T 
7^14 fcteV- H k H 

*T-f ^^ICOS^^^W^tU^^, h7 7^ 

mzftT4A?icoK9titzm<mvft¥Jikti)mmt5 
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[0040] ifcv>T\ 5frr-r **3£Sl U:li, 3tt^7 

7 k 2 o & . c^team*^ 7 k 2 0 

\±. Z&LnmS&l-WU v±*z^&*ixtz*r--?)\^ 
7K4^40, »at4ayho-723t:WJ«$ 

^t*^^*s 1 oaskas 2oiajgk cozm&co 
mkx*)\,x-x'Mmmz&&Ziti>. o*o. isiara 

^7 K 2 Ofc^tS^J^oSS 1 oaSii. 3£r * 
1 CffijDS*ifc^^2 £iaJKT4 JJLtWlBR-r* 
iaST'*>0. ^S*^co^2^iSJgii. 7</U2^iSS 
T 2 a^i&JKT 3 oracoiSS(cJfl^-r-5 & . C 

-T. ia»iB*^7 H 2 Otzfelt^^^^E^fSj 

ti. si*ai 2izgm2titzyt7 i 4*7 icotmjjftt 
[0041 ] ^v^r. 3tT4*?imi iii. 

Vtr^L-^ 2 1 *c8a*fHSI3ix& K^-Y /^®»2 2 £ft 
jK"Ti>. wOH^-f/<l5lB2 2ii. ^hnvtTiL— ^ 
2 ll,ZJ<xm&ZtiX:Z2yhu~7 2 3tZttL. 3te y 
^7771 4. a»l^7K20, #«*-*F^>f 
^'24^N'XSR3nT««$n^llI»T*ft$. ^<7)J: 
^^rSKfll^T. 3Vho-7 2 3li, 3Ktf7^Ty 
7-1 4^ffi^-&P-^>f 5T-H*»fe^U-1f3t^!H» 

^ ^ $ y^^mmmm^mm l . 7 k 2 0 

S*^SI«IL. *a^e-^K^^yN*2 4tz«-r^-r^^ 
7^-* 1 3^t7^77rw 1 8lpc7)ffii6Blttlii 

-^2 KiROM(c«tt$n3ti6f^7-o^A^v^ 

wm^ztt^L. ztLt><nmm\wm*Tizm^xziy 
ha-?2 3&&i$z®mm'rz. tittx. 

3>t^2 1li, ^H*^7K2 0co*SH?Jg^ 
1 OiSJgT-l^&S tzubnm^k W, 2 OiaST*« 
&i*1thtztf>(om*§rb iSmmzay 2 3 (eft 

*-r&ie^#aaws*#ak Lr^)«ig$:m^^. l 
^7 k 2 ooag»*j wcj: ^ . ep^gRtxm^s 

K 2 0 i,zX h 7+UU2 'WW&frmmcDAJ) Jgltft 

iOBg. ^hrr^ejL-^2 l(crtje$n^Ep^A7 7 
r t2#a^<f»5^- B.ggg$fi. coEP^< 7 7 r 

mztitzmz&f-f {zm^ ^xm^m^^ six 
^*rk*^& # 

[004 2] Z<0£otrt8j&<7)T. 1tT4*? l<0^ 
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tfii§&T 2*»*>iasT3«osoiajet#fa$ixT 

2tt»Bjj: 5r ff S |t$ r £. -olg, ie««f*'s yH2 0W 
^T^fS&JB^ jWI8I&S*u i<0Jr-5 =SrttSSWfEii?U* 
'vy H2 0A<M5e y^r yTl 4<tf£f&CflM^ 7 £f -f A 

[ 0 0 4 3 ] r?wc, 9^ 2 tcJ^*>*T«ffi«£ie» 
■r**^-(C»i. ^^2 5rj8BB«SSCT&«ia^ll?TL 
ifcflL *^K3ytTW2 lt=J:->TfE»fH*^ y K 
2 0 SriEOBSJffliLr -f-<0««3R^5rS5 1 <oaK£fcs&3 
-TSfc, 3fc-r l*)5'<;l'2a»*iaKT4tLL 

•y?T-y71 4<0^(jfc:ffo3t7 ; -fX^ 1 CO*®*^ 
<Of mi v H 2 0 k SlijH*^ -/ F 2 0 

*«t85<ir*^ h 3 >ta-^ 2 lt±#S£*fa^ 

[0044] *jc. tzm^msx-u* %x~/9?-r-r 
H2 ocommmm&batozfcib. tmm 

*^y H 2 0*%rr< 2.9 1 <0*S*|6lfc:»i6?«l,^ 

***rak$rs. 

[0045] ;;t, a«giaifjH*aj<7)Ss» <3SB 

[oo46] Ej6 »iie»8Sfc m&gfk ffi-mki^i-rm 
ma-re s. *m*x-i±. ksssi 2izmmztitzXT 
4X?\ £8sA,-c3fce -y ^ r -y r 1 4 1 Rfrflfflfcesifa 

*^ y K2 0*<ffia$ilT^6. i«ietlfg^.y K 2 
0*±, \7 K*-^3 1 tcSSSSft* tf-H^ y h®» 
S-lEfflL^ y K»»«»3 2lC.toT3fc7W X? 10) 

0-®^i3Ce-y^T-yri 4(ciSMLK»t* t: 5rSh.. 

3*~r -r x ? i <oRitar^ffi-ciiie«m*^ -y h 2 o 1= j: 

ZffiJzo^MSinm-t-i^bX'. 3te-y^T-y7- 
14kieSS8^vF2 0kO;&»«fl|l 5£S«*CIft 
Wifc^fcrJfc"?., 3te-y^7-)-ri4t iEHsfg*^ -y F 

2oto«5aim i #* < R»jhs*i.. -inicto. nwc? 

[0047] 07«E»»i:J8*ffltO»g<O-SI«*^ 



[0048] 08«ieassfcjH*aJk<7>$ /bicsio-ss 

««r^-r«OIffi@T-AS. *SlttT(i. tg»?ff*'s-y F2 
0ttiH*^ y K4 1 fc LTcOAtffiS3iVC3&£Sl 2(C 

R*f(ffl£eS?il.. IES^ati3Ke-/^T-yri4SrlB 
iWJfSI LT £ Ofttr y ? T »/ 7 1 4 s-f e»g{s k LT«Hi£ 
StfS. :<^, iH^y F4 ll±. ^«y H=t-^4 
2(Cffi»?h.^^-^-y hWWSriSftlUysy KfHNl 
Sf84 3 «t o T3tr -f ^ ^ 1 W^^lSlfcl^fiiaqrC 
*Jt» 3Ktry^T-yri4<OW— (r^-fjf-K 
3t-r -f 1 Cf+anS*ut7'^t'2 i&ia)KT4JJlt 
lzta&-t& i k*sx-# siaKJc^/w^— t itzu— (f 

[ 0 0 4 9 ] ®9li§i$mtifMt&k<?>i}blzm<0-l& 
0liM3^r K 5 1 1 LXV>*miS&tLX*V-y 9Tv 

ri4fc:i8»s*t. fea^ai±*e-y^Tyri4S-fB 

SfflWLX zemt v 9T 771 4 tiSSSSk LT«6g 

3te»y^r>yn 4<oi — -r^* 

— Htt. <X9 ltcfttDS<l^7'<w»t'2^iaST4 

-vatzmm-zz. o izmmmztiz . l^^t. 
izjir>xm&<7>*imimi<iE8iZix&. ztuzxo. ie 

[00 5 0 ]0i o»4IE»a!k}H*S5k«o$ hlzwy- 

m&*7i?tm8mx'*> z . *ss«T'«ies^a<i3ttr -y 

T y 71 4 ^ ran^M LT i <036e y ^ T ■/ 71 4 S 
teSsSSk LT«9fig$*, ffiSfSti*e.^7-/714 
^SaaaUWLTCcOjfcf-y^T-yTl 4 S-«|[£»k UT 

aess-a-s. ;^>i&^-» jee.y^777u<oi/-f/ 

■i 3f— Hli. Ttr-fX^ Hc#Jo$ix?t7'</U2$riajK 
T 4 ULtfcJigtt-r S ^ k *«T*» iiaKx^/Udf-J- 1, 

< ^ ^ 1 (CftaoS ^'v/U 2 SriSJST 2 *»fefSJgT 3 
*0®<0iaKT'Anf»-*-S ^ k **T'# Siafix*;^— ^ 

W-1f3t«i. min&m («KT4JjLh(c«l5) k 

ss2<!Dias (ajKT2*»*>iaKT3«c«i5) tcDzmm 

<0«Six*^-S-f$oiktc=Sr6. Lit^t, 5^ 
/l^ 2 r^-r h*> hum SftJt u— J: 
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fSLZtih. 

[005 1]<fcV>T\ tmm&^s H2 0SPtJ:->T7 

2o<asra«te«^&£fcafiT6gTaa. ;:t, « 

[00 52] t-T. mi(V£&b LX. %V",97v7 
\4lz£r>xmWLt>1xWtT4 X9 1 izimZtitzGL 

smaizm-i^x sm^mz x h smm&\ v H200 
<orKu^f-ff<offlHS«)!i t 3Ee7?r7ri 4»c 

J:-3TSfAI8<?.ft&<?DT, iit?r7'<JU2fc:isniffl«}$- 
Th<r>x\ ztnzi>) % J^MXttth-simmem 

2>x&wtf&fZ2ti. 7^Ji-2tz}tt&sjmfmmm 

<0<aSffl«Sr-fe>'^ifflV>*i fc ^r<^S(=f#«. £ fc 
3»*?b%m&S:m&t2>Zbi>><X'Zh. ifrr 
®M{t*El&Zti>X'i<2>. 

[00 53] Kwr. 52<^iU. %rr<X71 

S«f8fcS^V%-Cie»ffi'*^ y H 2 0«OSBI6#J»£:S&fT 

-9^msthZhX"r < X9^—9 1 3K3tf^ 
?10®f^£ffifS£^fcftSCfc*<TS£fc*>. £ 

*t£7^2t=T5i«««£ie» • ?B*-r&«^t=«ffl-r 

tiHB*> A>3£-r ^ X 9 1 WX:frflffiB*WJH-£ oT'. £ 

je*#t. 7^2 cstt&Br«««coie» • mztfrniE 

&.mzZ2ti&. Z<r>Wr£, %rf<*.9 1 OttStflffiS: 
•feV^^S-fflV £ fc & < Z fc *<T# & (?) 
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(54) [Title of the Invention] OPTICAL DISK APPARATUS 
(57) [Abstract] 

[Problem] To enable rewritable recording of specified visible 
information on a label surface of an optical disk in any number 
of times. 

[Means for Resolution] A label 2, which is composed of a heat 
reversible recording medium which is turned into a first state 
at the time of being heated to first temperature and is turned 
into a second state which is different from the first state 
at the time of being heated to second temperature, is attached 
to an optical disk 1, and then, this label 2 is heated to the 
first temperature by a recording section to record specified 
visible information, and heated to the second temperature by 
an erasing section to erase the recorded visible information. 

[Claims] 

[Claim 1] An optical disk apparatus which is equipped with 
a load section to which an optical disk is loaded, 
an optical pickup which is movably supported in a radius 
direction of an optical disk which was loaded to the load section 
to irradiate laser light to the optical disk, 
a recording section which generates heat at first temperature 
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for turning a heat reversible recording medium into a first 
state toward the optical disk which was loaded to the load 
section, 

a erasing section which generates heat at second temperature 
for turning the heat reversible recording medium into a second 
state toward the optical disk which was loaded to the load 
section, 

recording means which controls to drive the recording section 
in such a manner that a desired matter is recorded on the heat 
reversible recording medium within a surface of the optical 
disk which was loaded to the load section, and 
erasing means which controls to drive the erasing section in 
such a manner that the heat reversible recording medium is turned 
into the second state within a surface of the optical disk which 
was loaded to the load section. 

[Claim 2] The optical disk apparatus as set forth in claim 
1 wherein the recording section and the erasing section are 
disposed on an opposite side of the optical pickup, sandwiching 
the loaded optical disk. 

[Claim 3] The optical disk apparatus as set forth in claim 
1 wherein the recording section and the erasing section are 
mounted on the optical pickup, and the recording means controls 
to drive the recording section depending on movement of the 
optical pickup in an optical pickup radius direction, and the 
erasing means controls to drive the erasing section depending 
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on movement of the optical pickup in an optical disk radium 
direction. 

[Claim 4] The optical disk apparatus as set forth in claim 
1 wherein the erasing section is disposed on an opposite side 
of the optical pickup, sandwiching the loaded optical disk, 
and the recording means drives to control the optical pickup 
to have this optical pickup functioned as the recording section. 

[Claim 5] The optical disk apparatus as set forth in claim 
1 wherein the erasing section is mounted on the optical pickup, 
and the erasing means controls to drive the erasing section 
depending on movement of the optical pickup in an optical disk 
radium direction, and the recording means controls to drive 
the optical pickup to have this optical pickup functioned as 
the recording section. 

[Claim 6] The optical disk apparatus as set forth in claim 
1 wherein the recording means controls to drive the optical 
pickup to have this optical pickup functioned as the recording 
section, and the erasing means controls to drive the optical 
pickup to have this optical pickup functioned as the erasing 
section. 

[Claim 7] The optical disk apparatus as set forth in any one 
of claims 1 through 6 wherein the recording means controls to 
drive the recording section on the basis of position information 
recorded on the optical disk which was read out by the optical 
pickup. 
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[Claim 8] The optical disk apparatus as set forth in any one 
of claims 1 through 6 wherein the recording means controls to 
drive the recording section on the basis of rotation angle 
information which was obtained from a motor for driving to rotate 
the optical disk. 

[Claim 9] The optical disk apparatus as set forth in any one 
of claims 1 through 6 which is equipped with position detecting 
means which obtains position information of the optical disk 
by arithmetic processing on the basis of type information 
recorded on the optical disk which was read out by the optical 
pickup, wherein the recording means controls to drive the 
recording section on the basis of the position information of 
the optical disk which was obtained by the position detecting 
means . 

[Claim 10] The optical disk apparatus as set forth in any one 
of claims 1 through 6 wherein the recording means controls to 
drive the recording section on the basis of position information 
which was obtained by such a matter that the optical pickup 
reads out a mark which was disposed in advance in a radial 
direction of the optical disk. 

[Claim 11] An optical disk apparatus which is equipped with 
a load section to which an optical disk is loaded, 
a recording section which generates heat at first temperature 
for turning a heat reversible recording medium into a first 
state toward the optical disk which was loaded to the load 
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section, 

a erasing section which generates heat at second temperature 
for turning the heat reversible recording medium into a second 
state toward the optical disk which was loaded to the load 
section, 

recording means which controls to drive the recording section 
in such a manner that a desired matter is recorded on the heat 
reversible recording medium within a surface of the optical 
disk which was loaded to the load section, and 
erasing means which controls to drive the erasing section in 
such a manner that the heat reversible recording medium is turned 
into the second state within a surface of the optical disk which 
was loaded to the load section. 

[Claim 12] The optical disk apparatus as set forth in claim 
1 or 11 which is equipped with a guide transport mechanism 
which carries out guide transport of an optical disk to the 
load section, wherein the recording section and the erasing 
section are disposed on a guide path of the optical disk by 
this guide transport mechanism, and the recording means controls 
to drive the recording section depending on movement of the 
optical disk which is guide -transported by the guide transport 
mechanism, and the erasing means controls to drive the recording 
section depending on movement of the optical disk which is 
guide -transported by the guide transport mechanism. 
[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
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[0001] 

[Technical Field to which the Invention Belongs] This 
invention relates to an optical disk apparatus for accessing 
to an optical disk. 
[0002] 

[Prior Art] In late years, various disk shaped media, in which 
digital information due to bit and magnetism was recorded on 
disk shaped media, have become widely used, and these things 
are generally called as optical disks collectively. As types 
of the suchlike optical disks, there are write-once optical 
disks in which writing is possible only once, and rewritable 
optical disks in which rewriting is possible in any number of 
times, besides music CDs and CD-ROMs, or ones like DVD in which 
information has been recorded in advance, and these things become 
widely used rapidly. 

[0003] On one hand, it is general that a label is attached 
to an optical disk in which information has been recorded in 
advance, for the purpose of displaying its recorded content 
and heightening a design property. For example, it is general 
that a title and song titles are printed together with a specific 
picture, on a label surface of a music CD, and it is general 
that a recorded content is printed together with a specific 
picture on CD-ROM. 

[0004] In contrast to this, in write-once optical disks and 
rewritable optical disks, a user uses them in such a manner 
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that the user oneself writes desired information, and therefore , 
it is not possible to attach a label on which a specific matter 
was printed in advance. On this account, in the suchlike types 
of optical disks, it is general that a recorded content can 
be written on its case. However, it is convenient if a label, 
like one which is attached to a music CD etc . on which information 
has been printed in advance, is disposed even on write -once 
and rewritable optical disks and a user can write a desired 
matter on this label. Given this situation, a printing 
apparatus, which was configured in such a manner that it is 
possible to print a desired matter on a label which was attached 
to a write-once optical disk, has been commercialized. 
Alternatively, JP-A-9-265760 publication discloses such an 
invention that the suchlike printing mechanism was incorporated 
in an optical disk apparatus which carries out 
recording/ reproducing of information to an optical disk. 
[0005] 

[Problem that the Invention is to Solve] However, even in case 
of the above-described commercialized printing apparatus and 
the invention which was disclosed in JP-A-9-265760 publication, 
it is simply possible to print a specific matter only once on 
a label surface of an optical disk. On this account, it is 
not suitable for an optical disk like the rewritable optical 
disk, in which it is possible to rewrite its recorded content. 
This is because, in the suchlike rewritable optical disk, there 
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occurs a necessity to rewrite also a recorded content which 
was recorded on a label depending on rewriting of its recorded 
information. 

[0006] An object of the invention is to enable rewritable 
recording of specified visible information on a label surface 
of an optical disk in any number of times. 

[0007] Another object of the invention is to realize a compact 
apparatus . 

[0008] Still another object of the invention is to simplify 
a configuration. 

[0009] Still another object of the invention is to reduce the 
number of components. 

[0010] Still another object of the invention is to simplify 
control. 
[0011] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] An invention of an optical 
disk apparatus, which is described in claim 1, is equipped with 
a load section to which an optical disk is loaded, an optical 
pickup which is movably supported in a radius direction of an 
optical disk which was loaded to the load section to irradiate 
laser light to the optical disk, a recording section which 
generates heat at first temperature for turning a heat reversible 
recording medium into a first state toward the optical disk 
which was loaded to the load section, a erasing section which 
generates heat at second temperature for turning the heat 
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reversible recording medium into a second state toward the 
optical disk which was loaded to the load section, recording 
means which controls to drive the recording section in such 
a manner that a desired matter is recorded on the heat reversible 
recording medium within a surface of the optical disk which 
was loaded to the load section, and erasing means which controls 
to drive the erasing section in such a manner that the heat 
reversible recording medium is turned into the second state 
within a surface of the optical disk which was loaded to the 
load section. 

[0012] Therefore, when an optical disk, to which a heat 
reversible recording medium was attached as a label, is loaded 
to the load section, the recording means controls to drive the 
recording section to have the recording section generated heat 
to the first temperature, and thereby, the heat reversible 
recording medium is turned into the first state, and specified 
visible information is recorded on the label which is composed 
of the heat reversible recording medium. In addition, the 
erasing means controls to drive the erasing section to have 
the erasing section generated heat to the second temperature, 
and therefore, the heat reversible recording medium is turned 
into the second state, and the visible information of the label , 
which is composed of the heat reversible recording medium, is 
erased. Then, the suchlike recording/erasing of visible 
inf ormat ion can be carried out repeatedly in any number of times . 
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[0013] An invention, which is described in claim2, is of such 
a configuration that, in the optical disk apparatus which is 
described in claim 1, the recording section and the erasing 
section are disposed on an opposite side of the optical pickup/ 
sandwiching the loaded optical disk. 

[0014] Therefore, light irradiation by the optical pickup is 
applied to one surface of the optical disk, and recording/erasing 
of visible information by the recording section and the erasing 
section are applied to a surface on the opposite side of the 
optical disk. 

[0015] An invention, which is described in claim 3, is of such 
a configuration that, in the optical disk apparatus which is 
described in claim 1, the recording section and the erasing 
section are mounted on the optical pickup, and the recording 
means controls to drive the recording section depending on 
movement of the optical pickup in an optical pickup radius 
direction, and the erasing means controls to drive the erasing 
sect ion depending on movement of the optical pickup in an optical 
disk radium direction. 

[0016] Therefore, visible information is recorded on/erased 
from the optical disk, depending on movement of the optical 
pickup. 

[0017] An invention, which is described in claim 4, is of such 
a configuration that, in the optical disk apparatus which is 
described in claim 1, the erasing section is disposed on an 



10 



opposite side of the optical pickup, sandwiching the loaded 
optical disk, and the recording means drives to control the 
optical pickup to have this optical pickup functioned as the 
recording section. 

[0018] Therefore, the optical pickup, which the recording 
section controlled to drive, emits light with sufficient heat 
energy to have the heat reversible recording medium turned into 
the first state, to record specified visible information on 
a label which is composed of the heat reversible recording 
medium . 

[0019] An invention, which is described in claim 5, is of such 
a configuration that, in the optical disk apparatus which is 
described in claim 1, the erasing section is mounted on the 
optical pickup, and the erasing means controls to drive the 
erasing section depending on movement of the optical pickup 
in an optical disk radium direction, and the recording means 
controls to drive the optical pickup to have this optical pickup 
functioned as the recording section. 

[0020] Therefore, visible information of an optical disk is 
erased depending on movement of the optical pickup. In addition, 
the optical pickup, which the recording means controlled to 
drive, emits light with sufficient heat energy to have the heat 
reversible recording medium turned into the first state, to 
record specif ied visible inf ormationona label which is composed 
of the heat reversible recording medium. 
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[0021] An invention, which is described in claim 6, is of such 
a configuration that, in the optical disk apparatus which is 
described in claim 1, the recording means controls to drive 
the optical pickup to have this optical pickup functioned as 
the recording section, and the erasing means controls to drive 
the optical pickup to have this optical pickup functioned as 
the erasing section. 

[0022] Therefore, the optical pickup, which the recording 
means controlled to drive, emits light with sufficient heat 
energy to have the heat reversible recording medium turned into 
the first state, to record specified visible information on 
a label which is composed of the heat reversible recording medium. 
In addition, the optical pickup, which the erasing means 
controlled to drive, emits light with sufficient heat energy 
to have the heat reversible recording medium turned into the 
second state, to erase visible information recorded on a label 
which is composed of the heat reversible recording medium. 
[0023] An invention, which is described in claim 7, is of such 
a configuration that, n the optical disk apparatus which is 
described in any one of claims 1 through 6, the recording means 
controls to drive the recording section on the basis of position 
information recorded on the optical disk which was read out 
by the optical pickup. 

[0024] Therefore, for example, when position information such 
as address information is readout by the optical pickup, control 
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of drive of the recording section is carried out on the basis 
of the position information, and recording/erasing of visible 
information to a label which is composed of the heat reversible 
recording medium are carried out at an appropriate position. 
[0025] An invention, which is described in claim 8, is of such 
a configuration that, in the optical disk apparatus which is 
described in any one of claims 1 through 6, the recording means 
controls to drive the recording section on the basis of rotation 
angle information which was obtained from a motor for driving 
to rotate the optical disk. 

[0026] There fore , when rot at ion angle inf ormat ion i s obt ained , 
control of drive of the recording section is carried out on 
the basis, of the rotation angle information, and 
recording/erasing of visible information to a label which is 
composed of the heat reversible recording medium are carried 
out at an appropriate position. 

[0027] An invention, which is described in claim 9, is of such 
a configuration that, in the optical disk apparatus which is 
described in any one of claims 1 through 6, it is equipped with 
position detecting means which obtains position information 
of the optical disk by arithmetic processing on the basis of 
type information recorded on the optical disk which was read 
out by the optical pickup, and the recording means controls 
to drive the recording section on the basis of the position 
information of the optical disk which was obtained by the 
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position detecting means. 

[0028] Therefore, when type information of an optical disk 
is read out by the optical pickup, the position detecting means 
obtains position information of the optical disk from the type 
information by arithmetic processing. Then, control of drive 
of the recording section is carried out on the basis of the 
obtained position information, and recording/erasing of 
visible information to a label which is composed of the heat 
reversible recording medium are carried out at an appropriate 
position. 

[0029] An invention, which is described in claim 10, is of 
such a configuration that, in the optical disk apparatus which 
is described in any one of claims 1 through 6, the recording 
means controls to drive the recording section on the basis of 
position information which was obtained by such a matter that 
the optical pickup reads out a mark which was disposed in advance 
in a radial direction of the optical disk. 

[0030] Therefore, when a mark of an optical disk is read out 
by the optical pickup, position information of the optical disk 
is obtained, and therefore, control of drive of the recording 
section is carried out on the position information, and 
recording/erasing of visible information to a label which is 
composed of the heat reversible recording medium are carried 
out at an appropriate position. 

[0031] An invention of an optical disk apparatus which is 
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described in claim 11 is equipped with a load section to which 
an optical disk is loaded, a recording section which generates 
heat at first temperature for turning a heat reversible recording 
medium into a first state toward the optical disk which was 
loaded to the load section, a erasing section which generates 
heat at second temperature for turning the heat reversible 
recording medium into a second state toward the optical disk 
which was loaded to the load section, recording means which 
controls to drive the recording section in such a manner that 
a desired matter is recorded on the heat reversible recording 
medium within a surface of the optical disk which was loaded 
to the load section, and erasing means which controls to drive 
the erasing section in such a manner that the heat reversible 
recording medium i s turned into the second state within a surface 
of the optical disk which was loaded to the load section. 
[0032] Therefore, when an optical disk, to which a heat 
reversible recording medium was attached as a label, is loaded 
to the load section, the recording means controls to drive the 
recording section to have the recording section generated heat 
to the first temperature, and thereby, the heat reversible 
recording medium is turned into the first state, and specified 
visible information is recorded on the label which is composed 
of the heat reversible recording medium. In addition, the 
erasing means controls to drive the erasing section to have 
the erasing section generated heat to the second temperature, 
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and therefore , the heat reversible recording medium is turned 
into the second state, and the visible information of the label , 
which is composed of the heat reversible recording medium, is 
erased. Then, the suchlike recording/erasing of visible 
information can be carried out repeatedly in any number of times. 
[0033] An invention, which is described in claim 12, is of 
such a configuration that, in the optical disk apparatus which 
is described in claim 1 or 2, it is equipped with a guide 
transport mechanism which carries out guide transport of an 
optical disk to the load section, and the recording section 
and the erasing section are disposed on a guide path of the 
optical diskby this guide transport mechanism, and the recording 
means controls to drive the recording section depending on 
movement of the optical disk which is guide -transported by the 
guide transport mechanism, and the erasing means controls to 
drive the recording section depending on movement of the optical 
disk which is guide- transported by the guide transport 
mechanism. 

[0034] therefore, visible information is recorded on/erased 
from an optical disk depending on movement of an optical disk 
which is guide -transported by the guide transport mechanism* 
[0035] 

[Mode for Carrying Out the Invention] A first embodiment of 
the invention will be described on the basis of Fig.l through 
Fig. 12. 
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[0036] Firstly, an optical disk 1, which is used for an optical 
disk apparatus of this embodiment, will be described on the 
basis of Fig. 1 through Fig. 3 . Fig. 1 is an exploded perspective 
view of an optical disk, and Fig. 2 is a plan view of the optical 
disk, and Fig. 3 is a graph which shows a characteristic of a 
heat reversible recording medium. As show in Fig.l and Fig. 2, 
a label 2 is attached to the optical disk 1. In sum, a film 
shaped label 2 is pasted on one surface of the optical disk 
1. This label 2 is a so-called TC film which is composed of 
a heat reversible recording medium. In sum, a film, which is 
composed of such a heat reversible material that, as its 
characteristic is shown in Fig. 3, its clarity and color tone 
are changed reversibly by heat which was applied, and clarity 
and color tone are maintained in two or more modes at normal 
temperature, is used as the label 2. 

[0037] In more detail, in case of the label 2 of this embodiment, 
when it is heated to temperature between temperature T2 and 
temperature T3 , it becomes transparent, and thereafter, even 
if it returned to normal temperature of temperature TO or less, 
the transparent state is maintained. Then, when it is heated 
to temperature T4 or more, it is turned into a translucent state, 
and thereafter, when it is returned to normal temperature of 
temperature TO or less, it becomes clouded. The reason that 
the suchlike phenomenon occurs is that, in such a state that 
particles of organic low-molecular substances, which were 
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dispersed in a resin base material, and the resin material are 
attached firmly without no space between and there is no space 
even in particle portions of the organic low-molecular 
substances, light, which was incident from one side, is 
transmit ted to the other side without scattering , and therefore , 
the label 2 is seen transparent, and in contrast to this, when 
fine crystals of particles of the organic low-molecular 
substances gather together so that a configuration of 
poly-crystal is realized, there occurs a space on a boundary 
face of crystals or a boundary face between the particles and 
the resin base material, and light, which was incident from 
one side, is reflected and scattered on boundary faces between 
a space and crystals, crystals and resin, and therefore, the 
label 2 is seen white. 

[0038] As a matter of course, as the label 2, it is not limited 
to the label 2 of this embodiment which is changed in two modes 
of a transparent state and a white clouded state and its state 
is maintained, but it is possible to selectively use various 
types of heat reversible recording media in which tone color 
is changed in two modes or more and its state is maintained. 
In sum, if it is a medium which is turned into a first state 
when it is heated to first temperature and is turned into a 
second state which is different from the first state, it is 
possible to use it as the label 2. 

[0039] Next, an optical disk apparatus 11 will be described. 
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Fig. 4 is a perspective view of an optical disk apparatus, and 
Fig. 5 is a block diagram of a control system. The optical disk 
apparatus 11 of this embodiment is equipped with a load section 
12 for loading the optical disk 1, and is equipped with a disk 
motor 13 which drives to rotate the optical disk 1 which was 
loaded to this load section 12. In addition, disposed is an 
optical pickup 14 which irradiates laser light to the optical 
disk 1 which was loaded to the load section 12 to carry out 
information recording to the optical disk 1 and reproduction 
of information recorded on the optical disk 1. This optical 
pickup 14 is supported on a movement mechanism 15 which supports 
this optical pickup 14 movably in a radius direction of the 
optical disk 1. In sum, the optical pickup 14 is attached 
slidably to a pair of carrier shafts 16 which configures the 
movement mechanism 15 , and in Fig . 4 , is driven by a pickup motor 

18 through a motive power transmission mechanism 17 which is 
shown schematically, to move in a radius direction of the optical 
disk 1. Here, Fig. 4 shows only an objective lens 19, but on 
the optical pickup 14 , mounted are a laser diode, an irradiation 
optical system which spot -irradiates laser light which was 
irradiated from this laser diode through the objective lens 

19 to a recording surface of the optical disk 1, and a return 
optical system which guides reflected light of the optical disk 
1 to various light receiving sections for the purpose of 
obtaining a reference signal, a tracking signal and a focusing 
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signal from reflected light of the optical disk 1 (all things 
are not shown in the figure) . Here, the irradiation optical 
system and the return optical system share a number of optical 
components . 

[0040] Next, the optical disk apparatus 11 is equipped with 
a recording/erasing head 20 as a printing section and a erasing 
section mounted on the optical pickup 14. This 
recording/erasing head 2 0 is composed of such a thermal head 
that a number of heat generation devices are disposed on a line, 
and its control of drive is carried out by a controller 23 which 
will be described later, to have each heat generation device 
generated heat selectively by two kinds of heating energy of 
first temperature and second temperature. In sum, the first 
temperature of the heat generation device in the 
recording/ erasing head 20 is temperature for heating the label 
2, which was attached to the optical disk 1, to temperature 
T4 or more, and the second temperature of the heat generation 
device is temperature for heating the label 2 to temperature 
between temperature T2 and temperature T3 . Here, an array 
direction of the heat generation devices in the 
recording/erasing head 20 is a direction which is orthogonal 
to a radius direction of the optical disk 1 which was loaded 
to the load section 12. 

[0041] Next, the optical disk apparatus 11 incorporates a 
driver circuit 22 that a host computer 21 controls to drive. 



20 



This driver circuit 22 is a circuit which was configured by 
such a matter that the optical pickup 14, the recording/erasing 
head 20, various motor drivers 24 are bus-connected to a 
controller 23 which was bus -connected to the host computer 21 . 
Under the suchlike circuit configuration, the controller 23 
controls irradiation timing, irradiation strength etc. of laser 
light from a laser diode with which the optical pickup 14 is 
equipped, and controls presence or absence of heat generation, 
heat generation timing and heat generation temperature etc. 
of each heat generation device of the recording/erasing head 
20, and controls timing etc. of drive control signals of the 
disk motor 13 and the pickup motor 18 etc. to various motor 
drivers 24. In sum, the host computer 21, under integrated 
control of CPU in which it executes various arithmetic processing 
which is operated in accordance with an operation program stored 
in ROM and controls each section in a concentrated manner, gives 
various drive control signals to the controller 23 , and on the 
basis of these drive control signals, the controller 23 controls 
to drive each section. For example, the host computer 21 plays 
a function as recording means and erasing means which give a 
signal for having each heat generation device of the 
recording/erasing head 20 generated heat at first temperature 
and a signal for having it generated heat at second temperature, 
selectively to the controller 23. Accordingly, by drive 
control of the recording/erasing head 20 by CPU in accordance 
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with an operation program stored in ROM that the host computer 
21 incorporates, functions of printing means and erasing means 
are carried out. In this case, the host computer 21 accepts 
an input of writing information to the label 2 by the 
recording/erasing head 20, by use of a keyboard etc. which are 
not shown in the figure , and outputs a writing signal on the 
basis of inputted information. On this occasion, the writing 
information is once developed in a printing buffer which was 
incorporated in the host computer 21, and on the basis of this 
writing data which was developed on the printing buffer, a 
writing signal is to be outputted. 

[0042] Under the suchlike configuration, in order to have the 
label 2 of the optical disk 1 turned into a visible information 
non-recording state, the optical disk 1 is loaded to the load 
section 12, and the host computer 21 controls to drive the 
recording/erasing head 20, to have its heat generation devices 
generated heat to the second temperature. Then, the label 2 
of the optical disk 1 is heated to temperature between 
temperature T2 and temperature T3 so that the label 2 is turned 
into a transparent state . On this occasion, all heat generation 
devices of the recording/erasing head 20 are driven, and the 
recording/erasing head 20 in the suchlike state moves in a radius 
direction of the optical disk 1 along with movement of the optical 
pickup 14, and therefore, the label 2 is turned thoroughly into 
a transparent state. Then, the transparent state of the label 
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2 is maintained as it is , when it is returned to normal temperature 
after temperature rising. 

[0043] After that, in case of recording specified visible 
information on the label 2, the host computer 21 controls to 
drive the recording/erasing head 20 to have its heat generation 
devices generated heat to first temperature, after processing 
for turning the label 2 into a transparent state was carried 
out. Then, the label 2 of the optical disk 1 is heated to 
temperature T4 or more and turned into a white clouded first 
state. On this occasion, in consideration of movement of the 
recording/erasing head 20 in a radius direction of the optical 
disk 1 along with movement of the optical pickup 14 and alignment 
of respective heat generation devices of the recording/erasing 
head20 in a direct ion which isorthogonal to the radius direction 
of the optical disk 1, the host computer 21 outputs a writing 
signal, and therefore, specified visible information, which 
was inputted to the host computer 21, is recorded on the label 
2. Suchlike recording/erasing of visible information to the 
label 2 can be carried out repeatedly in any number of times. 
[0044] In addition, in this embodiment, the movement mechanism 
15 of the optical pickup 14 and the pickup motor 18 are also 
used as a movement drive mechanism of the recording/erasing 
head 20, and therefore, a mechanism for moving the 
recording/erasing head 20 in a radius direction of the optical 
disk 1 and its drive source/motive power transmission mechanism 
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become unnecessary, and it becomes possible to realize reduction 
of the number of components, simplification of a configuration, 
and a compact apparatus . 

[0045] Here, variation of a mode of the recording section and 
the erasing section (modified example) will be described. 
[0046] Fig. 6 is a side view which shows one mode of the recording 
section and the erasing section. In this mode, the 
recording/erasing head 2 0 is disposed on an opposite side of 
the optical pickup 14, sandwiching the optical disk 1 which 
was loaded to the load section 12 . This recording/erasing head 
20 is movable in a radius direction of the optical disk 1 by 
a head movement mechanism 32 which is driven by a head motor 
31 and to which a ball nut mechanism is applied. Therefore, 
light irradiation by the optical pickup 14 is applied to one 
surface of the optical disk 1, and recording/erasing processing 
of visible information to the label 2 is carried out by the 
recording/erasing head 20 on an opposite surface of the optical 
disk 1. By adopting the suchlike arrangement, as compared to 
such a case that the optical pickup 14 and the movement mechanism 
15 of the recording/erasing head 20 were disposed separately, 
physical interference between the optical pickup 14 and the 
recording/erasing head 20 is prevented, and by this means, it 
is possible to realize a compact apparatus. 

[0047] Fig. 7 is a side view which shows another one mode of 
the recording section and the erasing section. Since this mode 
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is the same as the move exemplified in Fig. 4, its explanation 
will be omitted. 

[0048] Fig. 8 is a side view which shows still another mode 
of the recording section and the erasing section . In this mode , 
the recording/erasing head 20 is configured as only an erasing 
head 41 , and disposed on an opposite side of the optical pickup 
14, sandwiching the optical disk 1 which was loaded to the load 
section 12, and recording means controls to drive the optical 
pickup 14, to have this optical pickup 14 functioned as the 
recording section. In this case, the erasing head 41 is movable 
in a radius direction of the optical disk 1 by a head movement 
mechanism 43 which is driven by a head motor 42 and to which 
a boll nut mechanism was applied. In addition, a laser diode 
of the optical pickup 14 is controlled to be driven in such 
a manner that it emits laser light having temperature energy 
for heating the label 2 attached to the optical disk 1 to 
temperature T4 or more. Therefore, specified visible 
information is recorded on the label 2 by laser light which 
was irradiated from the laser diode. By this means, eliminated 
is need to dispose the recording section separately, so that 
reduction of the number of components, simplification of a 
configuration, and realization of a compact apparatus are 
accompl i shed . 

[0049] Fig. 9 is a side view which shows still another mode 
of the recording section and the erasing section. In this mode, 
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the recording/erasing head 2 0 is configured only as an erasing 
head 51 , and mounted on the optical pickup 14 , and recording 
means controls todrive the optical pickup 14 to have this optical 
pickup 14 functioned as the recording section. In this case, 
a laser diode of the optical pickup 14 is controlled to be driven 
in such a manner that it emits laser light having temperature 
energy for heating the label 2 attached to the optical disk 
1 to temperature T4 or more. Therefore, specified visible 
information is recorded on the label 2 by laser light which 
was irradiated from the laser diode. By this means, eliminated 
is need to dispose the recording section separately, so that 
reduction of the number of components, simplification of a 
configuration, and realization of a compact apparatus are 
accomplished. 

[0050] Fig. 10 is a side view which shows still another mode 
of the recording section and the erasing section. In this mode, 
recording means controls to drive the optical pickup 14 to have 
this optical pickup 14 functioned as the recording section, 
and erasing means controls to drive the optical pickup 14 to 
have this optical pickup 14 functioned as the erasing section. 
In this case, a laser diode of the optical pickup 14 is controlled 
to be driven in such a manner that it emits laser light having 
temperature energy for heating the label 2 attached to the 
optical disk 1 to temperature T4 or more, and in addition, 
controlled to be driven in such a manner that it emits laser 
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light having temperature energy for heating the label 2 attached 
to the optical disk 1 to temperature between temperature T2 
and temperature T3 . As a result of that, the laser light is 
to have two kinds of heat generation energies of first 
temperature (which corresponds to the temperature T4 or more) 
and second temperature (which corresponds to the temperature 
between the temperature T2 and the temperature T3 ) . Therefore , 
specified visible information is recorded on/erased from the 
label 2 by laser light which was irradiated from the laser diode. 
By this means, eliminated is need to dispose the recording 
section and the erasing section separately, so that reduction 
of the number of components, simplification of a configuration, 
and realization of a compact apparatus are accomplished. 
[0051] After that, a search method of position information 
of the label 2 in case of recording/erasing visible information 
on/from the label 2 by the recording/erasing head 20 etc. will 
be described. In the optical disk apparatus 11 of this 
embodiment, it is possible to search position information of 
the label 2 by various search methods. Here, various methods 
will be hereinafter described, but they will be described on 
the condition that a radius direction of the optical disk 1 
is a X direction, and a direction which is orthogonal to the 
radius direction is a Y direction. 

[0052] Firstly, as a first method, there is a method of carrying 
out drive control of the recording/erasing head 20 by recording 



means on the basis of position information recorded on the 
optical disk 1 which was read out by the optical pickup 14. 
In sum, position information of the optical disk 1 such as address 
data is read out by the optical pickup 14, and therefore, this 
is utilized in case of recording/erasing visible information 
on/from the label 2. In more detail, a X direction position 
and a Y direction position of the optical disk 1 become clear 
by position information of address data etc. of the optical 
disk 1, and therefore, by this means, a writing position of 
visible information to the label 2 is specified, and 
recording/erasing of visible information to the label 2 are 
carried out at an appropriate position. In this case, it is 
possible to easily obtain position information of the optical 
disk 1 without use of a sensor etc . , and therefore , it is possible 
to reduce the number of components, to simplify a configuration, 
and to realize a compact apparatus . In addition, since position 
information, which was recorded on the optical disk 1, is 
utilized, it is also possible to realize easiness of control. 
[0053] After that, as a second method, there is a method of 
carrying out drive control of the recording/erasing head 20 
on the basis of rotation angle information which was obtained 
from the disk motor 13 for driving to rotate the optical disk 
1. In sum, by attaching an encoder to the disk motor 13, it 
is possible to easily obtain rotation angle information of the 
optical disk 1 from the disk motor 13, and therefore, this is 
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utilized in case of recording/erasing visible information 
on/from the label 2. In more detail, a X direction position 
of the optical disk 1 becomes clear from the rotation angle 
information of the optical disk 1, and therefore, by this means, 
a writing position of visible information to the label 2 is 
specified, and recording/erasing of visible information 
to/from the label 2 are carried out at an appropriate position. 
In this case, it is possible to easily obtain position 
information of the optical disk 1 without using a sensor etc. , 
and therefore , i t is possible to reduce the number of components , 
to simplify a configuration, and to realize a compact apparatus . 
[0054] After that, as a third method, there is a method of 
carrying out drive control of the recording/erasing head 20 
in which position information of the optical disk 1 is obtained 
by arithmetic processing on the basis of type information 
recorded on the optical disk 1 which was read out by the optical 
pickup 14 (position information detecting means) , and on the 
basis of the position information of the optical disk 1, which 
was obtained in this manner, drive control of the 
recording/erasing head 20 by recording means is carried out. 
In sum, position information of the optical disk 1 is of the 
same meaning as the number of tracks from its inner circumference, 
and therefore, it depends on an interval of tracks. Then, on 
the basis of type information of the optical disk 1 which was 
recorded on the optical disk 1 (a track pitch, a diameter is 



120mm or 80mm etc. ) , a track pitch, which differs with respect 
to each type of the optical disk 1, is recognized, and by this 
recognized track pitch, a position in a X direction of the optical 
disk 1 is obtained by arithmetic processing of the host computer 
21. By this means, a wiring position of visible information 
to the label 2 is specified, and recording/erasing of visible 
information to/from the label 2 are carried out at an appropriate 
position. In this case, it ispossible to easily obtainposition 
information of the optical disk 1 without use of a sensor etc. , 
and therefore, it is possible to reduce the number of components, 
to simplify a configuration, and to realize a compact apparatus . 
[0055] After that, as a fourth method, there is a method of 
carrying out drive control of the recording/erasing head 2 0 
on the basis of position information which was obtained by such 
a matter that a mark 61, which was disposed in advance in a 
radial direction of the optical disk 1, is readout by the optical 
pickup 14. In sum, in case of adopting this method, as the 
optical disk 1, used is an optical disk 1 on which the mark 

61 was disposed in its radius direction (X direction) . This 
mark 61 is, for example, formed by such a matter that a groove 

62 intruding into a region of a land L disposed toward a radius 
direction of the optical disk 1 in a group G op the optical 
disk 1 formed in a spiral shape or in a concentric shape, gets 
together (Fig. 12), in case that the optical disk 1 is assumed 
to be a land/group type optical disk 1. Then, according to 
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the fourth method, the optical pickup 14 detects the mark 61 
formed on the optical disk 1 so that the X direction position 
of the optical disk 1 becomes clear, and therefore, by this 
means, a wiring position of visible information to the label 
2 is specified, and recording/erasing of visible information 
to/from the label 2 are carried out at an appropriate position. 
In this case, In this case, it is possible to easily obtain 
position information of the optical disk 1 without use of a 
sensor etc. , and therefore, it is possible to reduce the number 
of components, to simplify a configuration, and to realize a 
compact apparatus. In addition, since position information, 
which was recorded on the optical disk 1, is utilized, it is 
also possible to realize easiness of control. 
[0056] A second embodiment of the invention will be described 
on the basis of Fig. 13. Fig. 13 is a schematic vertical cross 
sectional side view of an optical disk apparatus. Identical 
portions to those of the first embodiment are shown by identical 
reference numerals and signs , and explanations will be omitted. 
This embodiment is applied to an optical disk apparatus 71 of 
such a type that the optical disk 1 is loaded by loading it 
to the load section 12. In sum, the optical disk apparatus 
71 is equipped with a transport roller 72 as a guide transport 
mechanism which carries out guide transport of the optical disk 
1 to the load section 12 (not shown in Fig. 13) . Then, on a 
guide path 73 of the optical disk 1 by this transport roller 
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72, a recording head 74 as a recording section and a erasing 
head 75 as an erasing section are disposed. 

[0057] Under the suchlike configuration, in the optical disk 
apparatus 71 of this embodiment, depending on movement of the 
optical diskl which is guide -transported by the transport roller 
72, the recording head 74 or the erasing head 75 is controlled 
to be driven, and thereby, visible information is recorded 
on/erased from the optical disk 1. A movement mechanism of 
the recording head 74 and the erasing head 75 becomes unnecessary, 
and reduction of the number of components, simplification of 
a configuration, and realization of a compact apparatus are 
accomplished. 
[0058] 

[Advantage of the Invention] The invention of the optical disk 
which is described in claim 1 is configured in such a manner 
that recording means controls to drive a recording section which 
generates heat at first temperature for turning a heat reversible 
recording medium into a first state toward an optical disk which 
was loaded to a load section, to record specified visible 
information on a heat reversible recording medium which was 
attached to an optical recording medium as a label and recording 
means controls to drive an erasing section which generates heat 
at second temperature for turning the heat reversible recording 
medium into a second state, to erase the visible information 
recorded on the heat reversible recording medium, and therefore, 
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it is possible to record, in a rewriting manner, specified 
visible information on the label of the optical disk in any 
number of times. In addition, it is incorporated into an 
apparatus which can carry out recording, reproducing etc. of 
information to/from the optical disk, and therefore, there is 
no need to dispose an apparatus which records/erases visible 
information on/from the label of the optical disk separately, 
and it is possible to realize the apparatus at a low price. 
[0059] The invention, which is described in claim 2, is of 
such a configuration that, in the optical disk apparatus which 
is described in claim 1, the recording section and the erasing 
section are disposed on an opposite side of the optical pickup, 
sandwiching the loaded optical disk, and therefore, it is 
possible to prevent physical interference of the optical pickup, 
the recording section and the erasing section , and by this means , 
it is possible to realize a compact apparatus. 
[0060] The invention, which is described in claim 3, is of 
such a configuration that, in the optical disk apparatus which 
is described in claim 1, the recording section and the erasing 
section are mounted on the optical pickup, and the recording 
means controls to drive the recording section depending on 
movement of the optical pickup in an optical pickup radius 
direction, and the erasing means controls to drive the erasing 
section depending on movement of the optical pickup in an optical 
disk radium direction, and therefore, in case of adopting such 
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a configuration that recording/erasing of visible information 
on/ from the heat reversible recording medium are carried out 
over moving the recording section and the erasing section in 
a radius direction of the optical disk, it is possible to 
eliminate need of a mechanism for moving the recording section 
and the erasing section in a radius direction of the optical 
disk and its drive source/motive power transmission mechanism, 
and therefore , it is possible to reduce the number of components , 
to simplify a configuration, and to realize a compact apparatus . 
[0061] The invention, which is described in claim 4, is of 
such a configuration that, in the optical disk apparatus which 
is described in claim 1, the erasing section is disposed on 
an opposite side of the optical pickup, sandwiching the loaded 
optical disk, and the recording means drives to control the 
optical pickup to have this optical pickup functioned as the 
recording section, and therefore, it is possible to prevent 
physical interference of the optical pickup and the erasing 
section, and in addition, it is possible to eliminate need to 
dispose the recording section separately, and therefore, it 
is possible to reduce the number of components, to simplify 
a configuration, and to realize a compact apparatus. 
[0062] The invention, which is described in claim 5, is of 
such a configuration that, in the optical disk apparatus which 
is described in claim 1, the erasing section is mounted on the 
optical pickup, and the erasing means controls to drive the 
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erasing section depending on movement of the optical pickup 
in an optical disk radium direction, and the recording means 
controls to drive the optical pickup to have this optical pickup 
functioned as the recording section, and therefore, in case 
of adopting such a configuration that erasing of visible 
information from a heat reversible recording medium is carried 
out over moving the erasing section in a radius direction of 
the optical head, it is possible to eliminate need of a mechanism 
for moving the erasing section in a radius direction of the 
optical disk and its drive source/motive power transmission 
mechanism, and in addition, it is possible to eliminate need 
to dispose the recording section separately , and therefore, 
it is possible to reduce the number of components, to simplify 
a configuration, and to realize a compact apparatus. 
[0063] The invention, which is described in claim 6, is of 
such a configuration that, in the optical disk apparatus which 
is described in claim 1, the recording means controls to drive 
the optical pickup to have this optical pickup functioned as 
the recording section, and the erasing means controls to drive 
the optical pickup to have this optical pickup functioned as 
the erasing section, and therefore, it is possible to eliminate 
need to dispose the recording section and the erasing section 
separately, and therefore, it is possible to reduce the number 
of components, to simplify a configuration, and to realize a 
compact apparatus . 
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[0064] The invention, which is described in claim 7, is of 
such a configuration that, n the optical disk apparatus which 
is described in any one of claims 1 through 6, the recording 
means controls to drive the recording section on the basis of 
position information recorded on the optical disk which was 
read out by the optical pickup, and therefore, it is possible 
to obtain position inf ormationof the optical disk without using 
a sensor etc., and therefore, it is possible to easily obtain 
position information of the optical disk without use of a sensor 
etc., and therefore, it is possible to reduce the number of 
components, to simplify a configuration, and to realize a compact 
apparatus . In addition, since position information, which was 
recorded on the optical disk, is utilized, it is also possible 
to realize easiness of control. 

[0065] The invention, which is described in claim 8, is of 
such a configuration that, in the optical disk apparatus which 
is described in any one of claims 1 through 6, the recording 
means controls to drive the recording section on the basis of 
rotation angle information which was obtained from a motor for 
driving to rotate the optical disk, and therefore, itispossible 
to easily obtainposit ion inf ormationof the optical disk without 
use of a sensor etc., and therefore, it is possible to reduce 
the number of components, to simplify a configuration, and to 
realize a compact apparatus. In addition, since position 
information, which was recorded on the optical disk, is utilized, 
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it is also possible to realize easiness of control. 
[0066] The invention, which is described in claim 9, is of 
such a configuration that, in the optical disk apparatus which 
is described in any one of claims 1 through 6, it is equipped 
with position detecting means which obtains position 
information of the optical disk by arithmetic processing on 
the basis of type information recorded on the optical disk which 
was read out by the optical pickup, and the recording means 
controls to drive, the recording section on the basis of the 
position information of the optical disk which was obtained 
by the position detecting means, and therefore, it is possible 
to easily obtainposit ion information of the optical disk without 
use of a sensor etc., and therefore, it is possible to reduce 
the number of components, to simplify a configuration, and to 
realize a compact apparatus. In addition, since position 
information, which was recorded on the optical disk, isutilized, 
it is also possible to realize easiness of control . 
[0067] The invention, which is described in claim 10, is of 
such a configuration that, in the optical disk apparatus which 
is described in any one of claims 1 through 6, the recording 
means controls to drive the recording section on the basis of 
position information which was obtained by such a matter that 
the optical pickup reads out a mark which was disposed in advance 
in a radial direction of the optical disk, and therefore, it 
is possible to easily obtain position information of the optical 
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disk without use of a sensor etc. , and therefore , it is possible 
to reduce the number of components, to simplify a configuration, 
and to realize a compact apparatus . In addition, since position 
information, which was recorded on the optical disk, is utilized, 
it is also possible to realize easiness of control. 
[0068] The invention of the optical disk apparatus which is 
described in claim 11 is configured in such a manner that 
recording means controls to drive a recording section which 
generates heat at first temperature for turning a heat reversible 
recording medium into a first state toward an optical disk which 
was loaded to a load section, to record specified visible 
information on a heat reversible recording medium which was 
attached to an optical recording medium as a label and recording 
means controls to drive an erasing section which generates heat 
at second temperature for turning the heat reversible recording 
medium into a second state, to erase the visible information 
recorded on the heat reversible recording medium, and therefore, 
it is possible to record, in a rewriting manner, specified 
visible information on the label of the optical disk in any 
number of times. 

[0069] The invention, which is described in claim 12 is of 
such a configuration that, in the optical disk apparatus which 
is described in claim 1 or 2, it is equipped with a guide 
transport mechanism which carries out guide transport of an 
optical disk to the load section, and the recording section 
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and the erasing section are disposed on a guide path of the 
optical disk by this guide transport mechanism, and the recording 
means controls to drive the recording section depending on 
movement of the optical disk which is guide -transported by the 
guide transport mechanism, and the erasing means controls to 
drive the recording section depending on movement of the optical 
disk which is guide -transported by the guide transport mechanism, 
and therefore, it is possible to carry out recording/erasing 
of visible information on/from the heat reversible recording 
medium which becomes a label of an optical disk in the course 
of guide -transporting the optical disk to the load section, 
and in case of adopting such a configuration that 
recording/ erasing of visible information on/from the heat 
reversible recording medium are carried out over relatively 
moving the recording section and the erasing section in a radius 
direction of the optical disk, it is possible to eliminate need 
of a mechanism for relatively moving the recording section and 
the erasing section in a radius direction of the optical disk 
and its drive source/motive power transmission mechanism, and 
therefore, it is possible to reduce the number of components, 
to simplify a configuration, and to realize a compact apparatus . 
[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Fig .1] is an exploded perspective view of an optical disk which 
shows one embodiment of the invention. 
[Fig. 2] is. a plan view of the optical disk. 
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[Fig. 3] is a graph which shows a characteristic of a heat 
reversible recording medium. 

[Fig. 4] is a perspective view of an optical disk apparatus. 
[Fig. 5] is a block diagram of a control system. 
[Fig. 6] is a side view which shows one mode of a recording section 
and an erasing section. 

[Fig. 7] is a side view which shows another mode of the recording 
section and the erasing section. 

[Fig. 8] is a side view which shows still another mode of the 
recording section and the erasing section. 

[Fig. 9] is a side view which shows still another mode of the 
recording section and the erasing section. 

[Fig. 10] is a side view which shows still another mode of the 
recording section and the erasing section. 

[Fig. 11] is a plan view which shows one mode of an optical disk. 
[Fig. 12] is a plan view which shows a mark formed on an optical 
disk by exploding it. 

[Fig. 13] is a schematic vertical cross sectional side view of 
an optical disk apparatus which shows a second embodiment of 
the invention. 

[Description of Reference Numerals and Signs] 
1 optical disk 

12 load section 
14 optical pickup 

3 heat reversible recording medium (label) 
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2 0 , 74 recording section (recording/erasing head, 

recording head) 

20, 41, 51, 75 erasing section (recording/erasing head, 

erasing head) 

13 motor (disk motor) 

6 1 mark 

72 guide transport mechanism (transport roller) 



[Fig. 3] 

G89i ) ( TRANSPARENT ) 

CLARITY 
(BM) (WHITE CLOUDED) 

LARGE 

/J* SMALL 

ffigf TEMPERATURE 



[Fig. 5] 

21 HOST COMPUTER 

23 CONTROLLER 

14 OPTICAL PICKUP 

20 PRINTING/ERASING HEAD 

21 VARIOUS MOTOR DRIVERS 
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